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of Vancouver Archdiocese
Office of the Superintendent
Science 6: Reproductive System
Teaching Guideline
	BC Curriculum Learning Standards: Content

	Students are expected to know the following:
· the basic structures and functions of body systems:
· excretory
· [bookmark: _GoBack]reproductive
· hormonal
· nervous


Please keep in mind the following points:
· This is merely a portion of the entire body systems unit, and would entail no more than two lessons.
· We always address human sexuality connected to the Church’s teaching about the human person and morality.
· Parents, supported by the CISVA’s Sexuality and Your Child evenings, will teach the majority of the Human Growth and Development topics within the context of the family.


Your teaching of structures and functions should lead naturally into the parents’ discussion of sexuality and Catholic teaching.
This is a wonderful time to reiterate certain fundamental truths of our faith:
· Each individual is unique and has been created in the image and likeness of God.
· All life is valuable and worthy of respect from the time of conception.
· The body and our sexuality is a beautiful gift from God.
· Our body’s reproductive system is God’s plan for new life.
As you share this material with your students, be mindful of the varied developmental and comfort levels of individual students. As teachers, you always have the diverse needs of your students at the forefront of your minds, but this material in particular can cause students to feel uncomfortable and self-conscious among their peers.
You need to make sure you have an idea of how your students are feeling as you discuss this material. To that end, this unit should be taught in the spring of the academic year, so that you have a solid rapport with your students.
Please note that the teaching of this material is in the hands of the classroom teacher, and not other health professionals, such as the school nurse.
Attached to this package you will find:
· a PowerPoint presentation that you need to use;
·  an assessment tool in the form of a blank diagram that the students will label (which will meet the direct learning outcomes);
· a video beautifully illustrating the conception and development of a human person.
 Any other resource must have your principal’s and pastor’s approval.


Remember that we are only required to teach the content prescribed by the Ministry of Education. It is not within the purview of the elementary school to expand on these ideas and to go further into a discussion of sexual intercourse and other issues of sexuality. That remains firmly in the hands of the family.
Concepts that will be taught:
· God has made you beautiful (you are a gift from God, your body is a gift from God);
· Your body is preparing to become an adult body (changes)*;
· God has a beautiful plan for the human body with the reproductive system;
· Male reproductive system produces sperm (half the amount of the DNA) & female reproductive system produces the egg (half the amount of the DNA);
· The vocabulary of the reproductive system: penis, vagina, ovaries, testes, sperm, egg, uterus, fallopian tubes, cervix.
· Hormones trigger the body changes.
*Note connection to the Physical & Health Ed. 6 content (physical changes of puberty):
Concepts (among others) that will NOT be taught:
· Sexual intercourse;
· Ejaculation, orgasm;
· Masturbation;
Students will invariably ask questions beyond the scope of our teaching; in that event, validate the question and direct them to discuss their questions with their parents.
And finally, as in all we do, ask for guidance, prudence, and wisdom from the Holy Spirit as you teach; also intercede for each student and ask the Holy Spirit to lead them to all truth, goodness, and beauty.
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