New Life
SUBJECTS/AREAS OF
LEARNING:

Kindergarten
Christian Education

Science
Language Arts
Socials
Math
Art
TIMELINE:
March/April-June

BIG IDEAS:
• Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension brings us new life here and in
Heaven
• Plants and animals have observable features.
• Daily seasonal changes affect all living things
• Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy.
• Stories and other texts can be shared through pictures and words.
• Through listening and speaking, we connect with others and share our
world.
• Curiosity and wonder lead us to new discoveries about ourselves and the
world around us.
• Everyone has a unique story to share.
• Rights, roles, and responsibilities shape our identity and help us build
healthy relationships with others.
• People create art to express who they are as individuals and community.
• Engagement in the arts creates opportunities for inquiry through
purposeful play.
• Dance, drama, music, and visual arts express meaning in unique ways.
• People connect to others and share ideas through the arts.
• Objects have attributes that can be described, measured, and compared.

DRIVING QUESTIONS?
• How can we, as a community, protect God's creation and the basic needs of all living things?
• How can we compare Lent (time of preparation) to life cycles we see in the world? And, Easter (celebration of the
Resurrection) to the New Life we see in the Spring?
• How do the different features of plants and animals help them meet their basic needs?
• What basic needs do people, plants and animals have in common?
• How are plants and animals affected by daily and seasonal changes?
• How wide is "Bear Tree"? What are the different ways we can measure?

Differentiation
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

One-on-one or small group
instruction to re-teach
concepts
iPad apps/video clips
scribing
use of manipulatives for
kinesthetic learners
choice of drawing, printing,
building (demonstrate)
and/or explaining
knowledge
Reduce workload
Pre-teaching
vocabulary/concepts
Visuals
Extra-time

Catholic Principles of Education
• Christ-Centered
• Apostolic
• Tradition
• Holy
• One
• Inalienable
• Community

First Nation Principles of Education

•

•

•
•
•

Learning ultimately supports
the well-being of the self, the
family, the community, the
land, the spirits, and the
ancestors.
Learning is holistic, reflexive,
reflective, experiential, and
relational (focused on
connectedness, on
reciprocal relationships, and
a sense of place). Learning
involves recognizing the
consequences of one’s
actions.
Learning recognizes the role
of indigenous knowledge.
Learning is embedded in
memory, history, and story.
Learning involves patience
and time.
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CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS:
Curricular Content: (KNOW)

Christian Education
Students are able to do the following:
• Explain that Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension bring us New Life here and in Heaven.
• Connect Sunday (Lord's Day) to the Resurrection of Jesus.
• Connect the liturgical season of Easter the Resurrection of Jesus.
• Define Mass as a time when we gather as a community with the Priest to pray and to receive Jesus.

Science
Students are expected to know the following:
• basic needs of plants and animals
• adaptations of local plants and animals
• local First Peoples uses of plants and animals
• weather changes
• seasonal changes
• living things make changes to accommodate daily and seasonal cycles
• First Peoples knowledge of seasonal changes

Language Arts
Students are expected to know the following:
Story
• structure of story
• literary elements and devices
Strategies and processes
•
•
•
•

reading strategies
oral language strategies
metacognitive strategies
writing processes

Language features, structures, and conventions
•
•
•
•
•

concepts of print
letter knowledge
phonemic and phonological awareness
letter formation
the relationship between reading, writing, and oral language

Social Studies
• needs and wants of individuals and families
• rights, roles, and responsibilities of individuals and groups

Art (in conjunction with School Music Program)
Students are expected to know the following:
• elements in the arts, including but not limited to:
— dance: body, space, dynamics, time, relationships, form
— drama: character, time, place, plot
— music: beat/pulse, rhythm, tempo, pitch, dynamics
— visual arts: elements of design: line, shape, texture, colour; principles of design: pattern, repetition
• processes, materials, movements, technologies, tools and techniques to support arts activities
• notation to represent sounds, ideas and movement
• a variety of dramatic forms
• symbolism as expressions of meaning
• traditional and contemporary Aboriginal arts and arts-making processes
• variety of local works of art and artistic traditions
• personal and collective responsibility associated
with creating, experiencing, or sharing in a safe learning environment

Math (In conjunction with 'Shapes and Measurement' Unit)
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• direct comparative measurement (e.g., linear, mass, capacity)
• likelihood of familiar life events

Curricular Competencies: (DO)

Christian Education:
Students are able to do the following:

•
•
•
•

Explain that Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension bring us New Life here and in Heaven.
Connect Sunday (Lord's Day) to the Resurrection of Jesus.
Connect the liturgical season of Easter the Resurrection of Jesus.
Define Mass as a time when we gather as a community with the Priest to pray and to receive Jesus.

Science
Students are expected to be able to do the following:
Questioning and predicting
• Demonstrate curiosity and a sense of wonder about the world
• Observe objects and events in familiar contexts
• Ask simple questions about familiar objects and events
Planning and conducting
• Make exploratory observations using their senses
• Safely manipulate materials
• Make simple measurements using non-standard units
Processing and analyzing data and information
•
•
•
•

Experience and interpret the local environment
Recognize First Peoples stories (including oral and written narratives), songs, and art, as ways to share knowledge
Discuss observations
Represent observations and ideas by drawing charts and simple pictographs

Applying and innovating
• Take part in caring for self, family, classroom and school through personal approaches
• Transfer and apply learning to new situations
• Generate and introduce new or refined ideas when problem solving
Communicating
• Share observations and ideas orally
• Express and reflect on personal experiences of place

Language Arts
Using oral, written, visual, and digital texts, students are expected individually and collaboratively to be able to:
Comprehend and connect (reading, listening, viewing)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning
Use developmentally appropriate reading, listening, and viewing strategies to make meaning
Explore foundational concepts of print, oral, and visual texts
Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop understanding of self, identity, and community
Recognize the importance of story in personal, family, and community identity
Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to stories and other texts to make meaning
Recognize the structure of story

Create and communicate (writing, speaking, representing)
• Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding
• Use language to identify, create, and share ideas, feelings, opinions, and preferences

Social Studies
Students are expected to be able to do the following:
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• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and communicate findings
and decisions
• Acknowledge different perspectives on people, places, issues, or events in their lives (perspective)
• Identify fair and unfair aspects of events, decisions, or actions in their lives
and consider appropriate courses of action (ethical judgment)

Art (in conjunction with School Music Program)
Students will be able to use creative processes to:
Exploring and creating
• Explore elements, processes, materials, movements, technologies, tools, and techniques of the arts
• Create artistic works collaboratively and as an individual, using ideas inspired by imagination, inquiry, experimentation, and
purposeful play
• Explore artistic expressions of themselves and community through creative processes
Reasoning and reflecting
• Observe and share how artists (dancers, actors, musicians, and visual artists) use processes, materials, movements, technologies,
tools, and techniques
• Develop processes and technical skills in a variety of art forms to nurture motivation, development, and imagination
• Reflect on creative processes and make connections to other experiences
Communicating and documenting
•
•
•
•
•

Interpret how symbols are used through the arts
Express feelings, ideas, stories, observations, and experiences through the arts
Describe and respond to works of art
Experience, document and share creative works in a variety of ways
Demonstrate increasingly sophisticated application and/or engagement of curricular content

Math (In conjunction with 'Shapes and Measurement' unit)
Students are expected to do the following:
Reasoning and analyzing
•
•
•
•

Use reasoning to explore and make connections
Estimate reasonably
Developmental math strategies and abilities to make sense of quantities
Model mathematics in contextualized experiences

Understanding and solving
•
•
•
•

Develop, demonstrate, and apply mathematical understanding through play, inquiry, and problem solving
Visualize to explore mathematical concepts
Develop and use multiple strategies to engage in problem solving
Engage in problem-solving experiences that are connected to place, story, cultural practices, and perspectives relevant to local
First Peoples communities, the local community, and other cultures

Communicating and representing
• Communicate mathematical thinking in many ways
• Use mathematical vocabulary and language to contribute to mathematical discussions
• Explain and justify mathematical ideas and decisions
• Represent mathematical ideas in concrete, pictorial, and symbolic forms
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LEARNING EXPERIENCES:
Week1:
• Resurrection Eggs - Daily, students will be reading a section of "Benjamin's Box". The corresponding egg will be
introduced and the students will be able to handle the items in the 'box'. The eggs and story represent the
different events that occurred during Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday and ending with the Empty Tomb.
There are 12 eggs in all and this activity should take 2.5 weeks.
• What's that noise?- Students will close eyes and listen to bear and cub noises and try to guess what it is. Class
will watch various clips on bears/cubs in their natural habitat. Class will be aware that there are various species
of bears, but we will be exploring the 3 bears that live in Canada: Black, Grizzly, and Polar Bears. Discuss that it is
Spring and bears are starting to wake up from their hibernation. Define it and if possible, show the bear cam
from Grouse Mountain.
• Sunset Crosses - students will either pick a 'warm' or 'cool' colour pallet to depict the evening sky. They will paint
3 colours horizontally, each taking a third of the paper. After it dries, the students will paint with black paint a hill
and 3 crosses.
• Calendar Time - Introduce temperature (very cold, cold, warm, hot, very hot) to Calendar routine. Other weather
concepts have been introduced in the beginning of the year have been reviewed and graphed daily during
Calendar.

Week 2:
• Resurrection Eggs - con't. Have students start the Resurrection Egg booklet that will be sent home with a set of
resurrection eggs (to be assembled on Holy Wednesday). Continue reading other books about Holy Week and
Jesus' passion, death and resurrection. Have discussions on the sequence of events. Students will start colouring
their Holy Week Story Board Crosses (which they will eventually put in sequential order).
• Bear Comparison Chart - As a class, students will view clips, websites, and non-fiction books that give
information on Black, Brown and Polar Bears. The class will fill in a bulletin board sized chart that indicates:
colour, size, diet, habitat, and den type of each bear. This week, the class will explore Black and Grizzly bears.
Some emphasis will be placed on how tall each bear stands. The bears will be compared to the size of people
(children and adults).
• Primary Colour Cherry Blossoms - by only using the primary colours and white and black, students will explore
how to make brown and pink. When creating brown, students will be asked to work individually or in pairs to
mix the different colours to and discuss what they find. "I wonder what colours we will discover?" They will then
paint the trunk of a tree in their preferred shade of brown. The following day students will explore with shades
and lightening a colour (red to pink). Students will paint the cherry blossoms using a pom pom and a clothes pin
with their own made shade of pink.

Week 3 (Holy Week):
• Resurrection Eggs - con't. Finish reading 'Benjamin's Box' using the resurrection eggs. Review daily the sequence
of events that happen during the story. Have students pick 6 eggs to represent Holy Week (instead of the 12 that
is used in Benjamin's Story). Students will assemble their own set of 6 Resurrection Eggs and complete the take
home booklet. Encourage students to share Jesus' Story at home.
• Holy Week Sequence Pictures - Students will finish colouring pictures, cut, and assemble them in order during
Center Time (Teacher or Teacher assistant present to observe process. Where they able to say what was
happening in each picture, do they know the order the pictures go in). Record on FreshGrade Student telling the
sequence.
• School Wide Lenten Retreat - Students will be placed in family groups and participate in various activities such
as: a Prayer Service, Stations of the Cross, The Last Super, an individual craft, and a large group art project which
reflect on the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus. Highlights shared on FreshGrade.

Week 4:
• Changing of the Cloth - the class will participate in a ceremony where we change the prayer table cloth from
purple to white. Students will also discuss and place items that they think should go on the table. Class will
discuss that the Resurrection (the empty tomb) is the New Life that Jesus promised us. We will discuss other
signs of New Life, such as eggs, chicks, flowers, butterflies, babies, and cubs. Where are bears cubs born? See if
the children can identify that cubs are born in caves or a den while the mother is hibernating. Similar to Jesus
becoming alive in a cave/tomb. Share picture on FreshGrade
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• New Life Art Activity - class picks an animal or symbol to create which symbolizes new life.
• Bear Comparison Chart - Class will continue filling in the chart. They will review books, clips and websites on the
Polar Bear. What are adaptations? What adaptations does the Polar Bear have? Why? skin, hair, feet. Review
chart. Compare/contrast the 3 different types of bears. What do they need to survive?
• Goldilocks and the Three Bears - felt board story of the classic fable. Read 3 times during the next 2 weeks.
Leave out for students to work with. Emphasize "the what comes next" and retelling; who are the characters,
what type of bears, why?, where do they live, how are they different then real bears.
• Goldilocks Sequencing Activity - students colour and glue pictures in the correct sequence. Students can also,
sequence fewer pictures or tell the story orally to teacher.

Week 5:
• Dear Children of the Earth - by Schim Schimmel. Read book to class and discuss message. Who is Mother Earth,
our brothers and sisters? Who are we to protect? Where have he heard this before? Refer back to Creation
Story. God calls upon us to protect the Earth and all of creation. It is our responsibility. Follow up with the book,
The Earth Book by Todd Parr. Discuss how we can protect the earth. (Part of Earth Day)
• Polar Bear - endangered, why? climate. What can we do? Discussion.
• Journal Topic (during Centers) - I can protect the Earth or I can protect the polar bear (discuss with each student
prior to writing to see if they understand that we are Stewards of the Earth
• Newspaper Earth/Polar Bear Art Activity. Using recycled newspaper, students paint a picture of the Earth or
polar bear.
• Bear Venn Diagram - (during Centers/Library) student picks 2 types of bears and compares/contrasts using
words, pictures or telling teacher orally.

Week 6
• The Snow Bears - by Jan Brett. Read the story, looking at pictures and predicting what will happen next. Students
will figure out that it is similar to Goldilocks. Read about 3 times over the next week, emphasising what happens
next and how story is similar and different than Goldilocks and 3 Bears. Ask students in large group to give
comparisons.
• Finish up any work
• Snow Bears/Goldilocks Venn Diagram - during centers, discuss with students and ask individual questions some
of the similarities and differences of the two stories.
• Journal - During Centers (with Teacher support) "A bear hibernates".

Week 7:
• Planting Marigolds, Beans and Sunflowers - Students will plant marigolds for Mother's Day and Sunflowers for
the new children coming to Kindergarten. Show students how small the different seeds are. Plant extra seeds in
a clear thin plastic container to show root growth and germination. Refer to the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd lesson "The Kingdom of Heaven and the Parable of the Mustard Seed". Remind students that from
such a small seed, a great big tree grew. Jesus compared this to the Kingdom of Heaven. Something as small as
us can grow into something great, just as God has planned. I wonder how tall our plants will grow? We will
measure and record them.
• Plant Journal - Students will draw and record their observations of the seeds, sprouts, and plants, and the roots.
• Plant Review - students will be lead in a discussion of the different parts of a plant, referring back to our
Pumpkin lessons (in Being Thankful Unit Plan). Students will discuss what a plant needs to survive (water,
sunlight, air, soil), and where we should place our seeds/plants so they can grow. Watch clips on plant life cycle.
• Large Group Discussion - the life cycle of a plant; refer to the tree and pumpkin from earlier in the year.
• Plant Life Cycle Videos - watch and discuss
• Small Number and the Big Tree - show students the Math Catcher's clip "Small Number and the Big Tree. Ask
students how Small Number can find out the diameter of the trunk.
• Mother's Day Pots - Start painting pots for Mother's day using acrylic paints

Week 8:
•

Observe plants, any roots, shoots- Has germination started? What is the seed doing? What needs to happen
for it to sprout? What are the needs of a plant? Does this dormant silent time remind you of anything? Have we
seen it in other living things? (plants, animals). Encourage students to relate the dormant seed to the Tomb of
Jesus.
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•
•

•

Measurement Graph- Once plant sprouts, measure the roots and stem daily as a class and record.
Plant Journal - During Centers (small group; teacher supported), have students measure the length of the
sprouts and roots using a non-standard form of measurements (i.e. small paperclips). Also have students
measure using a ruler (Centimeters).
Mother's Day Pots - con't. Students will decorate the pot they are to give to their mother's. Also, they will
make a Mother's Day Card.

Week 9:
•

•
•
•

Weather - High Touch High Tech Weather Presentation. Students will participate in an hands-on in class field
trip which reinforces the concepts explored during Calendar Time: precipitation, temperature, cloud cover,
wind, and predicating possible weather.
Weather Follow Up - Large Group Discussion - How does weather affect plants and animals? Adaptations?
What have we learned that animals and plants do during the different seasons? (Trees, Bears) Why?
Plant Journal - continue to measure plants and record observations ) pictorially and/or written).
Mother's Day Tea - After class sponsored Mass, present mothers with plants and card, songs, poem and story
on Mothers. Highlights shared on FreshGrade.

Week 10:
•
•
•
•

Plant Journal - continue to measure plants and record observations (pictorially and/or written).
Rainbow Flower - experiment to see how the stem brings nutrients to the rest of the flower.
Flower Painting - Stain glass or plastic sheet painting of parts of a plant. Students will design and paint a flower
with all its parts
Kindergarten Orientation Invitations - Current class will discuss, design and create invitations on the New Life
theme for the incoming Kindergarten class. To be made during Centers

Week 11:
• Butterflies - Class will look at video clips and books on the lifecycle of butterflies. What do caterpillars and
butterflies need to survive? Class will also get caterpillars and watch the lifecycle of the butterfly in class.
Introduce the term 'metamorphic' and that butterflies are metamorphic. Are people and bears metamorphic?
Why?
• Butterfly Life Cycle Plates - Students will gradually build a diagram of the butterfly lifecycle, adding to it when
the class butterflies reach the stages.
• Plant Journal - continue to measure plants and record observations (pictorially and/or written).
• Journal - "If I were a butterfly" - during Centers.

Week 12:
• Hungry Caterpillar - read the story Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. Dramatize the story using velcro puppets (for
students to manipulate after).
• Butterfly Wing Exploration - with a magnifying glass, students will observe preserved butterfly wings. Students
will illustrate what they saw and write or dictate details of their observations.
• Butterfly Symmetry - during Centers, students will design a butterfly making the wing symmetrical. They will
colour it in with chalk, paint or crayons; or, they will design the butterflies with blocks. Highlights shared on
FreshGrade

Week 13:
• Field Trip - Vancouver Zoological Center.
• Journal - "The Zoo". After a large group discussion to debrief on the Field trip, students will reflect on their visit
to the Zoo.
• Hungry Caterpillar Dramatization - During Centers, the group has a choice of either dramatizing (retelling) the
Hungry Caterpillar using costumes, felt board, or velcro puppets; or, dramatizing the life cycle of a butterfly.
Highlights shared on FreshGrade.
• Planning of Butterfly Release Prayer Service - as a class, students will plan the Butterfly release. What do you
want to see, hear, do? Where should we release the butterflies? A priest will be invited to bless the butterflies
on their New Life.

Week 14:
• Butterfly Release Prayer Service - Class will release butterflies on a warm sunny day. Highlights shared on
FreshGrade.
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• Discussion and Journal - Why is a butterfly a symbol of new life? Where else did or do we see new life? (Jesus,
plants, animals being born) What are the similarities or differences?
• First Nations Animal Pictures - Throughout the term, during Morning Activities and quiet time, students were
able to colour first nation animal colour sheets. Students observed and read First Nation Books that depicted
animals. Teacher pointed out the different shapes(ovoids, Ushapes, form line) and colours used (black, red,
white) in traditional First Nation animal pictures.

Students will choose an animal we have studied or they saw at the zoo and create a picture from precut shapes.
• Journal - Students will write about their animal.

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING:
Tasks

Holy Week Sequencing
Activities

Formative, Reflective or
Summative Assessment: What
will students be saying, doing,
writing and producing?

Formative - Students review
resurrection eggs orally daily.
Summative - Sequencing Cross.
Can they say and arrange
pictures in the correct order.

Cherry Blossom Picture

Bear Venn (interview)

Plant Journal

Formative - Observe students as
they explore primary colours
when they are mixed. They will
be working in pairs or trios.

Summative - student will
compare 2 bears of his/her
choice; colour, habitat, food, den
Be able to explain what
hibernation is.
Formative/Summative - Student
will observe the life cycle of
plant and record their findings.
Students will identify the

Core Competencies
(Tick off competencies the task
requires students to demonstrate)
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different parts and what a plant
needs to survive.
Adaptation

Earth Day Journal

Small Number and the Big Tree
Small Group Problem Solving

Life Cycle Plate

Weather Person

Journal - "If I were a butterfly"

First Nation Animal

Flower Window Picture

Summative - student will draw,
print or verbally identify an
adaptation a bear has and why.
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X

X

X

Formative/Reflective - Student
will indicate how he/she can
protect God's Creation
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X

X

X

Formative/Reflective - in a
group, students will figure out
the diameter of a tree.
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Ct

X

X

Summative - Student will name
and explain the different stages
of the butterfly lifecycle.

Cv

X

Formative/Summative - Student
will identify the weather
(precipitation, temperature,
wind)
Reflective/Summative - Student
will identify if they were a
butterfly, what stage would
he/she be in and why?
Formative/Summative - Student
will identify some features of
First Nation art.

Summative - While working in a
small group, the student will
name the different parts of a
flower.
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RESOURCES:
From the Mountains to the Sea, We Live Here Brenda Boreham, Terri Mack
Good Morning World, Paul Windsor and Haisla Heiltsuk
Sharing Our World, various artists
Animals of the Salish Sea and Flashcards, Various Artists
Animal World, Ben Houstie
Discover the Animals Colouring Books 1-3
Various other First Nation Animal Legends
Kid's Zone website for Animal Facts
National Geographic Website for Animal Facts
Various classroom and library non-fiction books on bears and butterflies
Seasons, Terri Mack
Animal Puzzles, Brenda Boreham
Benjamin's Box and Resurrection Eggs , Melody Carlson
Various Story book on Holy Week
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears Felt Board Story
The Snow Bears, Jan Brett
Various Bear fiction books
Vancouver Zoological Center
High Touch High Tech - Weather
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Dear Children of the Earth, Schim Schimmel
The Earth Book, Todd Parr
Grouse Mountain Bear Cam - http://www.nsnews.com/community/grouse-grizzlies-emerge-from-den-video1.23279435
Bear Cam - http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/grouse-mountain-grizzlies-emerge-from-hibernation-dobear-stuf
Grouse Mountain Pictures - http://dailyhive.com/vancouver/grouse-mountain-grizzly-bears-hibernationawakening-2018
Small Number and the Big Tree - http://mathcatcher.irmacs.sfu.ca/story/small-number-and-big-tree
Plant Life Cycle Videos - https://www.simplykinder.com/videos-about-plants/
Butterfly Life Cycle - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1S8WzwLPlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQOFh1exp3A
Butterfly Song - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rvGUevGxDk
The Hungry Caterpillar, Eric Carle and Felt/puppets

REFLECTION:

How did it go? How do I know?
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